WHAT DO YOU SEE
in THiS BucoLic
PAINTING

7S R

A MAHN AnD
A WOMAN

MAGHIFICENTLY
ACCOUTERED

1T'S ALL
HANGING BY

SRY SEX-DETERMiNING REGION Y PROTE(N |

IN ANCIEMT TIMES,

 C

PEOPLE
BELIEVED THAT SEMEM
MOULDED A FOETUS in
MENSTRUAL BLOOD

TG LINE

THAT SEMEN
M THE RIGHT
ES GAVE BABY
Y5, AND FROM THE

THAT WARMTH
VOURED THE
ELOPMENT OF
TLE BOYS

AND COLD,

EFT, BABY GIRLD
THAT OF

B?’ THE 1 7™ CENTURY, SCIENTISTS
DiSCOVERED THAT A MAN’S

GERM CELLS (5PERM ~~r <)
AND A WOH“H'J(EGG)
MEET TO MAKE A BABY

THUS NURTURING TwO OPPOSING
PARTIES: THE OViSTs (BABIES GROW
IN EGGS) AND THE SPERMISTS
(BABIES GROW iN SPERM)

[THERN,
ONE DAY
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MiCROSCOPE, SCIENTISTS DISTIN-
GUISHED THE CHROMQSOMES

... THANKS TO A PERFECTED “——_  anND FINALLY X AND Y IN 1905 :

WHEN THEY REALISED THAT THESE
Twao CHRQMOSOMES




S1LET'S ORGAMISE THiS GANG] Laok!AN X @
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SAVE RARE EXCEP- HERE'S wHY: | (SRY SeTs OFF THE CRE- \_Z THE suM of
TIONS, I F THE SERIES
ENDS WiTH TWO K,
YOU'RE A GiRL
AND IF T
EMDS wiTH AN

X AHp A Y,

'_S_\ YOU‘RE A
.‘\\
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THAT ARE TYPICALLY

THE Y CHRoMO- !
MASCULINE

SOME CARRIES A
GENE WHIiCH PRO-

R\

UP TO THE 7T WEEK OF PREGNANCY, THE
HUMAN EMBRYQ'S PHEMOQTYPE |5
NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE [

AT WHICH TIiME
SRY is EXPRESSED

AND REGULATES THE
EAPRESSioN OF OTHER
PROTEINGS THAT wiplL $ET
OFF THE DEVELQPMENT OF TESTES

| 7

AND THE SYNTHESIS
OF MALE HORMOMNES,
OR ANDROGENS

AND THe EMBRY0
BECOMES A GIRL

BY DEFAUVLT?

O
BUT WE'Le
LEAVE 11T AT
Oqg THAT

IT SEEMS TO BE
WITHERING AWAY

RARE PHENOTYPE PROBLEMS CAN INDEED PBE
PROUGHT AgQUT BY SRY:iF SRY is NOT EAPRESSED

OR EXPRESSED
Too LATE

OR DOESN'T

i™N WHiCH CASE,
CERTAIN

HUMAMN BEINGS
ARE Born XY
BUT CARRY
FEMALE
TRAITS

IN OTHER RARE
CASES, SOME MEH

ARE BORN AR,
REcAUSE SRY
1§ FOup?D

“«BY MISTAKE®
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